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VoL. XXIX. 


THe Counc, MEETINGs. 


Last week’s Council meetings were distinctly 
quiet; but several items in the proceedings are of 
interest. 

The re-election of the President will surprise no 
one, and will be as popular in the profession as it 
was in the Council chamber. Perhaps a good 
President has never been quite so essential to the 
College as during the two anxious years in which 
Mr. Garnett has already held office; and the same 
need will be equally great, if not greater, in the 

ear that is coming. The President’s past record 
is a guarantee that, whatever difficulties he may 
have to face, our interests could not be in Letter 
hands. 

The most interesting portions of the report con- 
_ cern the College finances and the motor and petrol 
duties. The latter suggest a moral regarding the 
former, which the Treasurer did not neglect to 

int out. The financial report, studied in con- 
junction with the Treasurer's comments upon it, 
shows how greatly voluntary subscription has 
already helped the College funds. It also shows 
that help is still needed, that the present subscrip- 
tion is not yet sufficient, and that much more 
money must come in if the current financial year 
is to be a successful one. We have no fear that 
the sum required will not be forthcoming. Only 
about one-seventh of the members have yet sub- 
scribed; we know that some others now intend to 
do so; and — what was said regarding the 
motor and petrol duties will stimulate many of the 
remainder. On the petrol duty alone, apart from 
the half licences on the cars, it appears that the 
Council’s action is saving the profession £10,000 
yearly; and the profession has not yet subscribed 
£700 to enable the Council to work untrammelled ! 
This need only be indicated—it requires no em- 
phasis. 

It is a pity that more details are not reported 
regarding the Melbourne University’s application 
that we should register their graduates as “ Colonial 
Practitioners.” All that is clear is that the appli- 
cation, refused some years ago, has been renewed 
with, apparently, a strong case to back it, and is 
referred to a Special Committee. The matter is 
even more important than appears at first sight. 

Lastly, for the fourth time since war began, and 
at the second meeting in succession, the Councilmen 
were too few to remove or restore names. This 
means that men promised restoration in April can- 
not be restored till October, and perhaps not then. 
The Council must not be blamed too much—allow- 
ing for the war, their attendance seems more 
creditable than in normal times—but does every 
member always attend whenever he possibly can ? 


NOTES ON CASES. 
By Artuur New, Ashton-under-Lyne. 


Injury To A 


A bull at Hollingworth Hall was said to have 
injured the penis, as he was unable to serve a cow. 
I had the animal cast and with a little manipulation 
succeeded in extending penis well, which I secured 
with a tape. About two inches from the end of the 
organ, a quantity of matted hair was wound tightly 
round, causing considerable irritation and some 
ulceration. I removed the hair with a pair of 
scissors, and thoroughly antisepti- 
cised the wound. He made a speedy recovery. The 
hair most probably became adherent to the organ, 
when the animal was casting his coat. 


Cramp oF Femorat MuscLEs. 


A chestnut mare belonging to a salt merchant in 
town, was taken suddenly very lame in the off hind 
leg, dragging the limb, and standing with difficult 
when the foot was placed in its wes position. I 
could detect no displacement of the patella, nor 
any sign of inflammation. The femoral muscles 
were tense and rigid. Had the animal put in 
slings, and ordered fomentations and stimulating 
liniment, with a slight aperient. Two hours after- 
wards the owner sent word, the mare was quite 
well. This proved to be the case upon next day’s 
visit. 

Rupture oF AuRICLE IN A Mare. 


Called by telephone to attend an animal that had 
fallen in the street, I found a well-bred light 
hack lying on a piece of spare ground, with a 
running down pulse and quite unable to rise. Upon 
enquiry I learned that the mare had been round 
Ashton, delivering goods, and had eaten her dinner 
and seemed well until she arrived near Guide 
Bridge, when she suddenly stopped and staggered. 
The owner took her out of the trap and gave her 
some hot ale and gin, when she fell. 

I gave her a fever draught, and wishing to get 
the animal from the crowd went to arrange for a 
float. Before we could do so, word was brought 
that she was dying. This proved to be the case, 
arterial blood flowing in large quantities from both 


nostrils. 
Upon post-mortem the pericardial sac was filled 
, and there was a star- 


with semi coagulated bl 
like rupture of the left auricle. 


(To be concluded.) 
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LUXATION OF 
HARDERIAN GLAND. 


I herewith enclose photo. of Peking- 
ese with luxation of the Harderian gland, 
a condition commonly encountered in 
this breed. The photo gives a fairly 
good representation of the condition, 
and is suitable for reproduction in your 
journal if you care to use it. 


GrorGE YATES, F.R.C.V.S. 


1 College Road, 
Harrow. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. | 


TREATMENT OF POLYARTHRITIS OF FOALS WITH 
SERUM FROM THE MOTHER. 


The etiology of polyarthritis of foals is a question | 
not yet resolved. It is admitted that, in the ma- | 
jority of cases, the infection is extra-uterine, and | 
that it may be attributed to the penetration of the | 
virus (which may be found upon straw, upon the | 
floor of the stable, and upon the hands of the at- 
tendants) into the lacerated and not yet closed um- 
bilical vessels. The tissues of the umbilical cord, 
and its lacerated extremity, form an excellent 
medium for the multiplication of these micro-or- 
ganisms, which are then diffused into the abdo- 
minal portion of the vessels and from thence into 
the blood stream. In a minority of cases it is ad- 
mitted that the infection is endo-uterine, and, as is 
maintained, among others, by Sohnle and Bernard, 
it is successive to an infection of the mother, and 
more especially to an endo-metritis. 

Certainly, from those cases in which animals are 
born already bearing evident signs of the disease 
and show profound and extensive lesions upon post- 
mortem examination, it must be admitted that the 
contagion may be contracted during intra-uterine 
life. The bacteria which are either circulating in 
the blood of the mother affected by a septicemic 
infection, or established in the uterine mucous 
membrane, pass from the vascular system of the 
placenta into the body of the foetus. 

Various observers (Turner, Dassonville and 
Riviére, and Stazzi and Cominotti) have seen the 
infection in foals accompanied in the same stable 
by abortion, and one and the same organism iso 
lated from the aborted foals, the vaginal discharge 


| thritis. 


from the aborting mares, and the joints of the foals 
which afterwards became affected with polyar- 
Ordinarily, in these cases the silane was 
a bacillus of the coli group or of the paratyphoid B. 
up. 

Latterly Forsell has observed various cases of 
polyarthritis; and he is convinced that in most 
cases the infection is produced in the body of the 
mother, because the lesions were so profound 
(multiple abscesses of the kidneys) that they had 
to be dated back to a time previous to birth. 

Forsell, starting from the conception that the in- 
fection in foals is congenital and is successive to an 
endometritis, advises, as a therapeutic treatment, 
that the foals should be injected as soon as they 
are born with blood serum from their mothers. 

The author’s view is that there is a production 
in the mother of specific protective elements which 
pass into the blood of the foetus together with the 
germs of the disease, and in many cases succeed in 
delaying the development of the contagion in the 
foal. The contagion developes when these reserves 
of anti-bodies of maternal origin are exhausted in 
the newly-born animal. 

In those cases in which the foal is ill from the 
first day, or is born with lesions of polyarthritis, it 
must be admitted not only that the passage of the 
germs has taken place before birth, but also that, 
by means of circumstances not yet explained, the 
amount of the protective elements in the maternal 
blood had diminished, or the humoral communica- 
tion between the mother and foetus was lessened in 
activity. 

It being admitted that the maternal blood con- 
tains antibodies which are specific for the con- 
genital infection of the foal, it follows that this 
blood, inoculated in large doses, should manifest a 
curative action. 
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To be successful, such a treatment should be 
adopted at the appearance of the first symptoms of 
the disease. It is useless to adopt it if the animal 
has been ill for four or five days. 

Forsell has explained his views in a Swedish 
journal; and the method has been tried by some 
other veterinarians in eight cases. In four cases 
the treatment gave excellent results. In three cases 
it did not prove useful; but in one of these lesions 
of purulent arthritis were already established. 

The technique of the treatment is very simple. 
The mare is bled with a trocar and canula; and 
the blood is collected in a sterilised vessel. Usually 
two litres of blood is sufficient; but it is well to 
take more, in order to be able to repeat the injec- 
tions every two or three days for a week, in case the 
foal does not recover after the first injection. The 
serum may be injected into the foal either subcutan- 
eously or intravenously. Usually 150c.c. are in- 
jected; but it would be well to introduce 150c.c. 
intravenously and 200 c.c. subcutaneously. Forsell 
believes that it would be well to make the injection 
immediately after birth, in order to be in time to 
save the animal in case it is already affected. 

According to Séhnle, a temperature higher than 
101.3° F. may be considered as a symptom of the 
disease.—(La Clinica Veterinaria.) 


OBSTRUCTION OF THE C2sopHaGusS IN CATTLE. 


Peuch has published an article upon this subject, 
with the records of some clinical cases (Recewil de 
Méd. Vét.) The symptoms of cesophageal obstruc- 
tion are well known. They consist of violent and 
unsuccessful efforts of deglutition, abundant saliva- 
tion, tympany, almost incessant agitation of the 
animal; and, if the foreign body is arrested in the 
cervical region of the cesophagus, there is a circum- 
scribed tumefaction which deforms the left jugular 
furrow. These symptoms, according to the author's 
observations, vary in the rapidity or intensity of 
their manifestation. 

In two of the cases Peuch reports, eserine was 
successfully used. The first case was a cow; an 
apple had been arrested in the csophagus seven 
hours before. Peuch found her lying upon her 
sternum, and fairly tranquil. He observed abun- 
dant salivation and pronounced tympany ; and, by 
exploring the jugular region he was able to find 
without difficulty the point at which the apple was 
arrested. As impulsion, though it had the effect 
of moving the apple from the place where it was 
lodged, did not give the desired result, Peuch re- 
sorted to a subcutaneous injection of 0.05 gramme 
(= about } grain) of eserine salicylate dissolved in 
a gramme of boiled water, in order to provoke con- 
tractions of the muscular tunic of the cesophagus. 

A quarter of an hour later, the apple had passed 
into the stomach. 

The second case, of which fewer details are 
given, was a young animal which had suffered from 
cesophageal obstruction for five or six hours. The 
injection of eserine (the dose of which is not stated 
in this instance) produced the same result as in the 

receding case.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
eterinaria). W. 


Roypal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A first meeting of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held at the Co lege 10 Red 
Lion Square, London, W.C., on Friday, 7th uly. 

The Prestpent (Mr. F. W. Garnett, J.p.), occupied 
the Chair, and the following members were present :— 
Pringle, c.s., Major Brittlebank, Sir John 
M‘Fadyean, Messrs. Banham, Carter, Clarkson, Cole- 
man, Howard, Lawson, McCall, McKinna, Mulvey, 
Packman, Price, Share-Jones, Shipley, Slocock, Trigger, 
and Wharam; Mr. G. Thatcher, Solicitor; and Mr. 
Fred Bullock, Secretary. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 14th April, which 
had been printed and circulated, were taken as read, 
and confirmed. 

The SecRETARY announced that letters regretting 
their inability to attend the meeting had been received 
from Major-Gen. Thomson; Messrs. Barrett, Bradley, 
Dunstan, Gofton, and Mettam. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Mr. Triccer: Gentlemen, I rise with very great 
pleasure to propose a resolution which I believe will 
give equal pleasure to this Council, and which I am 
absolutely sure will be endorsed by the profession at 
large outside this Council. It is that we ask our present 
President, Mr. Garnett, to do us the great favour of 
serving for another year. (Cheers). I feel that very 
few words of mine are necessary in moving the resolu- 
tion. I offer no apology for doing so, because I believe 
that if I did not propose Mr. Garnett, or if he were not 
proposed by somebody else, the profession generally 
would expect an apology from us. No words can be 
found to express the obligations we are under to Mr. 
Garnett for what he has done for us during the two 
years he has been President. As you know, we are 
indebted to him for the remission with regard to motor 
licences ; and we are indebted to him for the remission 
of the petrol tax. He is in touch with the War Office, 
he has done yeoman service for the Army Veterinary 
Service, and - is on the War Emergency Committee. 
He has attended absolutely, every Council meeting 
during the past year, and 39 Committee meetings. The 
Secretary assures me that the work Mr. Garnett has 
done outside, the many journeys he has made up to 
London, and the time he has devoted to the work of the 
College, are beyond the conception of those who have 
not passed through the office. I am quite aware that 
we are asking a great deal of Mr. Garnett in requesting 
him to give us another year of his valuable services, but 
I feel that this is an exceptional time, and that we have 
an exceptional man. Weare yet in midstream, if I may 
venture to say so; and, although we know there are 
gentlemen siting round the table who, in due course, 
will take their place in the presidential chair, and will 
do us credit, I do feel that at the present time it would 
be little short of a disaster if we lost Mr. Garnett from 
the position he at present occupies. I have, therefore, 
great pleasure in asking you to re-elect Mr. Garnett as 
President for the ensuing year, if he will kindly consent 
to take office again. — I may tell you at once 
that I have not consulted Mr. Garnett in any way in 
regard to the matter. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I| have great pleasure in second- 
ing the proposition, and I do so for the simple reason 
that I feel perfectly satisfied it is in the interests of the 
profession as a whole that we should re-elect Mr. Gar- 
nett in these critical times. (Cheers). 

Mr. Howarp: Gentlemen, as a member from the 
other side of the Channel, I should like to say that there 


24 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 15, 1916 


is no man who has ever occupied the presidential chair 
for whom we have a greater respect than Mr. Garnet 

and the least compliment that we can pay to him for al 
the work he has done for the profession is to re-elect 
him again as our President for the ensuing year. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. Coteman: I have very much pleasure in =. 

rting the resolution, and I do so because I should 
ike to see Mr. Garnett reap the fruits of his labours. 
He has done excellent work for us. As Mr. Trigger has 
very justly said, he is in close touch with the War 
Office, and he has been responsible for a number of the 
benefits that have been accorded to us. I would like to 
see him carry the whole thing through ; some of the 
aT = are asking for are in embryo, and I hope they 
will be carried through whilst he is in office, so that he 
may reap the fruits of his labours. (Cheers). 

Mr. Price: I am more than delighted to support the 
resolution. If we look round the whole body of the 
Council, I do not think we could get a more fitting man 
to occupy the position of President. I have great 
mag In supporting his nomination, and I sincerely 

ope it will be accepted. 

Mr. TRIGGER : it no one else wishes to speak, I have 
pleasure in putting the resolution that Mr. Garnett be 
re-elected President for the ensuing year, and that he 
be asked to accept the position. 

The resolution was then put by Mr. Trigger, and 
carried with acclamation. 

The PrestIDENT, who was received with cheers on 
rising to reply, said: Mr. Trigger, Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
and Gentlemen, I need not say how greatly I appreciate 
the honour you have conferred upon me in electing me 
to be your President for another year. I can only 
assure you that any work I have done has been in the 
interests of the profession generally, and it has been 
done with the entire and whole-hearted co-operation of 
the members of the Council. I do wish to emphasise 
the fact that I do not wish to claim any merit for 
any special work which has been accomplished as 
apart from any other member of the Council. You are 
all equally responsible for it. Whether we have the 
approval or not of the profession at large, I am sure 
that whatever action is taken by any member of this 
Council is done in the interests of the profession. I 
can only say that in the coming year I will endeavour 
to act in the same way that I have done in the past. I 
thank you, gentlemen, very sincerely. (Cheers). 


ELeEcTION OF TWo VICE-PRESIDENTs. 


Mr. Carrer: I have great pleasure in proposing that 
Mr. McKinna be a Vice-President of this College. 

Dr. McCatu: I have great  ?_y in seconding that. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : have great pleasure in 
moving that Mr. Shipley be elected a Vice-President of 
the College. 
Pg SHareE-Jones: I have much pleasure in seconding 

at. 

The Prestpent: This is the second occasion on which 
we have had to elect two Vice-Presidents, and if there 
are no other names proposed, I will put the resolution 


to you. 
Mr. TricceR: I think we ought te propose Mr. 
Mulvey, the Treasurer. I think he is entitled to one of 


the vacant posts. 
Mr. Mutvey: Mr. Mulvey was Vice-President last 


year. 
Mr. Triccer: I think it ought to go with the Treas- 


urershi 
The _—— No. The two Vice-Presidents last 
, who were elected for the first time, were Mr. 
ter, the retiring President, and Mr. Mulvey. 
Mr. Tatacer: If we have to elect the retiring Presi- 


dent, then Mr. Carter still remains in office. 


The PrestpENT : I do not think we can tie the hands 
of any future Council in that way. Each particular 
Council must be allowed to act in its own way. 
Mr. Triccer: I thought it was decided that the re- 
tiring President should be one of the Vice-Presidents. 
The PrestpENT: There was an expression of opinion 
that the retiring President should be one of the Vice- 
Presidents, and Mr. Carter was elected. We cannot go 
beyond that. If there are no other nominations, I will 
put the motion that Mr. McKinna and Mr. Shipley be 
elected Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 
The resolution was then put and carried unanimously 


ELECTION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. Lawson: I beg to ie em that Mr. Mulvey be 
re-elected Treasurer of the College. 

aoe Carter: I have great pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The PrestpENT: I am sure we all appreciate the 
work that Mr. Mulvey has done. (Hear, hear). It has 
not always been congenial work that he has had to doin 
the past few years, but he has had a duty to perform, 
abe kept our heads above the water line; and if we 
re-elected him we may be sure that, so long as he occu- 

ies that position, the finances of the College will always 
in safe*hands. (Hear, hear). I have very great 
pleasure in supporting the motion. 

The resolution was then put, and carried with ac- 
clamation. 

Mr. Mutvey: Gentlemen, I thank you. 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


The PrestpENT: The next business is to elect a Sec- 
retary and Registrar for the coming year. Again I feel 
sure that no one has had any other thought in his mind 
than that we should re-elect Mr. Bullock. (Hear, hear). 
I can only repeat what has been said on many previous 
occasions, that in Mr. Bullock this College has an in- 
valuable servant. (Cheers). 1 put it to you that he be 
re-elected. 

The resolution was then put, and carried with ac- 
clamation. 

The Secretary (Mr. Fred Bullock): Thank you, 
Gentlemen. 

This concluded the business of the First meeting. 


QUARTERLY MEETING. 


Immediately following the First meeting a quarterly 
meeting of Council was held. 

The Presipent (Mr. F. W. Garnett, J.P.), occupied 
the Chair, and the same members were present as at the 

revious meeting, with the addition of Sir Stewart 
Stockman. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting, which had 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read, and 
confirmed. 

OBITUARY. 
The Secretary read the obituary list. 
ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 


The Secretary: The results of the July examina- 
tions are not complete. Apart from that, since the pre- 
vious quarterly meeting of Council one member, Mr. 
ALLEN TEMPLE, has been admitted to membership. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Joseph Abson 
thanking the President and the members of the Counci 
for their congratulations on his receiving the D.S.O. 


Ricut or Way. 


The Secretary: I have to report that several times 
during the year, including June 24th last, I passed 
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through the doorway inte Yorkshire Grey Yard in order 
to establish the right of way of the College. 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Lawson read the following report of a meetin 
of the Finance Committee held on Friday, July 7th, an 


moved its adoption :— 

Financial Statement. The Treasurer submitted his 
financial statement for the quarter, showing a balance 
in hand of £873 3s. Od., and liabilities amounting to 
£147 10s. 7d. 

It was resolved: That the financial statement be a 

ved, and that the Treasurer be ordered to pay the 
Frabilities shown, ther with cheques for monthly 
salaries, petty cash, Examiners’ fees and expenses, gas, 
electric light, repairs, and reporters. 

Voluntary Subscriptions. The Treasurer reported 
that a suum of over £600 had been received in voluntary 
subscriptions since the beginning of the year. 

War Bonuses. The Treasurer reported that there 
had been a considerable addition to the work of the 
office during the past year, and on the proposition of 
the President it was resolved : 

That a war bonus of 10s. per week be granted to the 
Clerk, Mr. W. A. Benham, as from the 1st April last. 

That a bonus of £20 be granted to the Secretary 
for extra work done during the past year. 

Mr. Packman: I second the motion for the adoption 
of the report. 

Mr. Mutvey: There are one or two remarks which I 
think I ought to make in explanation of some of the 
resolutions which have been the Finance 
Committee to-day. In the first place, I want to con- 
gratulate the members of the profession on the way in 
which they have replied to the circular that the Council 
issued to them lately. Although, on the face of it, it 
would appear that we have a considerable balance in 
hand, yet if you look at the other side you will find that, 
during the Ty quarter, there are certain items that 
have to be paid. 1 may tell you at once that those items 
come to £506 6s. 5d., and as there is nothing further 
to come in you will see that, although we have appar- 
ently a balance in hand of £725, when we have paid our 
liabilities we shall not have anything like that sum. I 
want still to urge upon the members of the profession 
the necessity of continuing to send in contributions, 
because we shall want them all. Nothing is mentioned 
in the report about the resolution passed by the Finance 
Committee that the financial year should terminate on 
March 31st. That should be included in the report, as 
the Finance Committee approved of the suggestion 
that the financial year should, instead of terminating, 
as it does now, at the end of April, terminate on the 
31st March. That will save a considerable amount of 
trouble not only to the Secretary and the Treasurer, 
but in keeping the accounts up-to-date. As it is, when 
the accounts are audited several deductions and add- 
itions have to be made to the balance sheet in order to 
bring it up-to-date. UP till some 15 or 16 years ago 
the financial year ended on the 3lst March, and for 
some reason or other—why, I cannot quite call to 
cneng a was altered to April, and ever since it has 
upset the keeping of the accounts. It will have to be 
done by an alteration of bye-law, but it was approved 
_ Finance Committee at its meeting this morning. 

en you will notice that the Finance Committee re- 
commend a weekly addition to the salary of the clerk 
by way of a war bonus, and I think that, perhaps, needs 
a little explanation. I do not know whether the mem- 
bers of the profession realise the enormous amount of 
work that was thrown on the staff in getting alterations 
made in the motor spirit duty, the supply of petrol, and 
the motor licences, so that they should include veter- 
inary surgeons. It has entailed the issue of circular: 
the tabulation of replies, correspondence with the Petro 


Committee, and circular to members, and that has 
thrown an enormous amount both on our Secretary and 
on the clerk. They have been here at all hours, and the 
Finance Committee think they ought to have some 
recompense. I may tell you that the clerk’s salary is 
30s. a week. He has a wife, and in these days of in- 
creased cost of living there is not very much in it for 
him. So that we are prepeies that, till the termina- 
tion of the war, he shall receive as a war bonus 10s. per 
week extra, and that, I hope, will meet with your 
approval. (Hear, we Then, with regard to Mr. 
Bullock, although the clerk has done the routine work, 
the main part of the work has fallen on Mr. Bullock. 
The Finance Committee do not think this is a time at 
which any recommendations should be made as to in- 
crease of salaries, but they do think that Mr. Bullock is 
entitled to some remuneration for the extra work he 
has done during the past year. They therefore propose 
that he should receive an honorarium of £20 for the 
extra work he has done. (Hear, hear). I want to im- 
ress upon the members of the Council and of the pro- 
ession generally that, although they have been very 
liberal within the past few months in subscribing to the 
funds of the College, we must ask them to continue 
their efforts if we are to keep our heads above water. 

Mr. Crarkson: Only one member in seven is sub- 
scribing. 

Mr. — Yes, I think that is about the number. 
We do entreat the members not only te continue their 
subscriptions but to get other members to subscribe 
also. Ido not want the amount subscribed by indi- 
vidual members to be increased, but I do ask that more 
members of the profession should subscribe. If they 
will only go on as they have done ms we shall be 
able to carry on until our unfortunate Bill becomes law, 
which we cannot hope it will do before the termination 
of the war. When the war terminates we have every 
hope—and justly so—that it will become law. Iam 
reminded by Mr. Lawson, the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee, that it is hoped that members who have 
subscribed will give notice to their bankers to continue 
to pay the subscription year by year until it is no longer 
wanted. 

Mr. Surptey: Until they are forced to do so. 

Mr. MULVEY: (Quite so. 

The PresrpEnt : Until they are conscripted ! 

Mr. Triccer: I am not sure whether the Treasurer 
is correct in saying that an alteration of bye-law is 
necessary to alter the date of the financial year. If it is 
not, I venture to suggest that it might be added to the 
report of the Committee. 

he PresmpeNT: I am going to put it that as an 
addition to the report of the Finance Committee, that 
the financial year end on the 31st March instead of the 
30th April. 

Mr. Triccer: I think that will clear the matter up. 

Mr. Mutvey: I wish it would ; but it will not. . 

Mr. Triccer: That is what I wish to know. Is it 
necessary to have an alteration of the bye-law ? 

Mr. Mutvey: Yes. I intend to give notice that Bye- 
law 21 be altered by the substitution of the words “the 
31st 'day of March” for the words “the 30th day of 
April.” The alteration will have to be suspended for 
three months. 

The motion for the adoption of the report of the Fin- 
ance Committee, together with the addition of the re- 
commendation that the financial year should end on the 
31st March instead of the 30th April, was then put, and 
carried unanimously. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. MuLvey read the <e report of a meeting 
of the Examination Committee held on Thursday, July 
6th, and moved its adoption :— 

Correspondence. A letter was received from Messrs. 
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Withers & Co., offering to supply horses free of charge 
for the purpose of the London examinations, 

And it was resolved : That the thanks of the Council 
pr conveyed to Messrs. Withers for their generous 
offer. 

Special Examination. The Secretary reported that 
seven students entered for the special examination 
which was held in London on May 3rd and 4th. Owing 
to the disturbances in Ireland the three students from 
the Dublin College were unable to attend, and of the 
remaining students, one L 

Educational Certificates. ,Educational Certificates 
numbered 1605 and 1606 were submitted and approved. 

Mr. McKinna seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL Purposes COMMITTEE’ 


The Secretary read the following report of a meet- 
ing of the Parliamentary and General Purposes Com- 
mittee held Thursday, July 6th :— 

Motor Licence Duties. The SecrETARY reported that 
the following new clauses, giving relief to Veterinary 
Surgeons in respect of motor-ear and petrol duties, had 
been added to the Finance Bill :— 

“ Extension of relief in respect of Motor-Car Licence 
Duties. “(1) Sub-section (4) of Section 86 of the Finance 
(1909-10) Act, 1910 (which provides for the repayment 
in certain cases to duly qualified medical practitioners 
of half the duty on motor-car licences) shall apply to 
registered veterinary surgeons in like manner as it 
— to duly qualified medical practitioners.” 

otor Spirit Licence Duty. (1) In addition to any 
other duties imposed by law in respect to motor spirit, 
there shall be charged, levied, and paid on a licence to 
be taken out by any person who desires to be supplied 
with motor spirit a duty at the rate of sixpence for 
every gallon of motor spirit with which he is authorised 
to be supplied by the licence. 


Provided that :— 


be prescribed by Regulations made for the purposes of 
this Section by the Board of Trade, and the Regulations 
may provide for the use of different forms of licence 
according to the purpose for which the supply of motor 
spirit is required, and every licence shall specify the 
amount of motor spirit authorised by the licence to be 
supplied to the holder.” 

r. CARTER : I should like to ask whether the words 
“any registered practitioner” include the existing prac- 
titioners ! 

The PresipENT: Certainly. I propose the reception 
and adoption of the Committee’s report, and in doin 
so I should like to draw the attention of the Conndll 
and of the profession to the fact that, in the event of any 
member having any difficulty in obtaining a supply of 

trol equal to what he has been in the habit of using, 

e should write direct to the Petrol Control Board, 
Berkeley Square, London, W., and then he will have 
no difficulty. The rest of the report explains itself. 

Mr. Lawson : I second the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey: Our President is a little bashful to- 
day, and I should, therefore, like to make one reference 
to this report. I wonder whether those members of the 


profession who use motor-cars have reckoned up the 
amount they will save by the reduction in the cost of 
the licence and in the price of petrol. If they think it 
over I am perfectly certain that their consciences will 
make them send a subscription towards the College 
funds. (Laughter and hear, hear). 

Mr. CLarKson : What is the estimated amount that 
veterinary surgeons will save ? 

The PrestmpENT: Mr. Bullock tells me that, on the 
past year’s consumption of petrol, there will be a saving 
of some £10,000, in addition to the half licences on the 
cars. (Hear, hear). 

The resolution for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried unanimously. 


Honours AND Prizes CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the following report of a meet- 
ing of the Honours anc Prizes Committee héld on 
Thursday, July 6th :— 

Walley Memorial Prize. The Solicitor reported that 
the Charity Commission was to vary the 
scheme for the award of the Walley Memorial Prize, 
and that the details of the scheme were under con- 
sideration. 

It was resolved : That the matter be left in the hands 
of the Solicitor to complete. 

Jubilee Memorial and Bursary Prize. The Secretary 
reported that the accumulated interest in this Fund 
would amount to more than £100 at the end of the year, 
but owing to the war, it was decided that no competi- 
tion be advertised for the present. 

On the motion of Mr. Clarkson, seconded by Mr. 
Coleman, the report was adopted. 


PusiicaTion, AND MusEUM CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Price read the following report of a meeting of 
the Publication, Library and Museum Committee, held 
on Thursday, July 6th, and moved its adoption :— 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported 
that since the previous meeting the following presenta- 
tions had been made to the Library ; rs it was re- 
solved to recommend that a vote of thanks to be con- 
veyed to the respective donors :— 

Collected Studies from the Bureau of Laboratories of 
New York, Vol. VIII.: Calendar of the College of Pre- 
ceptors, for the year 1915-16 ; Des Plantes Vénéneuses 
et des Empoisonnements qu’elles déterminent, par Ch. 
Cornevin, Professor 4 Ecole Nationale Vétérinaire de 
Lyon (by Mr. Garnett); La Science Francaise, 2 vols., 

ub. by Ministére de l’instruction publique, for the San 
renin Exhibition, 1915; Annual Report of the Chief 
Veterinary Officer, Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
for the year 1915; Annual Report of Proceedings under 
the Diseases of Animals Acts, The Market and Fairs 
(Weighing of Cattle) Act, etc., for the year 1915; Reports 
of the Council and Auditors of the Zoological Society of 
Londen, for the year 1915; A Survey and Census of 
the Cattle of Bengal, by J. R. Blackwood, LL.s., 1.c.s. 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal ; Bulletins of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, Washington, U.S.A.; 
The Rhodesian Agricultural Journal, February, 1916 ; 
Revue de Pathologie Comparée, March, Aged May, 
1916 ; The Journal of the Board of Agriculture, April, 
May, June, 1916 ; Orders of the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries ; Leaflets of the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries ; The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 
al, 


Therapeutics, March, 1916; The Veterinary Journ 
News, and Record for the quarter ; The Britesh Medical 
Journal for the quarter; Z'he Educational Times for 
the quarter. 

or ee Tropical Diseases Bulletin, Vol.7, Nos. 4, 
5, and 6. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 


Bg v's (b) any duly qualified medical practitioner or regis- 
° tered veterinary surgeon using motor spirit for the pur- 
pose of supplying motive power to a motor-car or motor 
cycle kept 4! him, while it is being used by him for the 
purposes of his Poa, shall be entitled, in accord- 
ance with Regulations made under this Section, to an 
allowance or repayment of half the amount of duty pay- 
able under this Section in respect of a licence authoris- 
&§ ing the supply of that motor spirit. 
| (2) A licence shall be in such form, and shall be issued 
in such manner and subject to such conditions as may 
| 
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REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The PresipeNnT: I propose not to take the report of 


the Registration Committee at present, 
still one member short of a quorum to 


ause we are 
pass the neces- 


sary resolutions. I hope we shall have a quorum in the 


course of half-an-hour. 
Shave. 


APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 


We have telephoned to Prof. 


Registration Committee. The Prestpent: For many 
years past the Registration Committee has consisted of 
the whole of the Council, for ebvious reasons. I put it 
to you that the whole of the Council form the Registra- 
tion Committee for the next year. This was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Committee. Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: 
move that the Examination Committee be constituted 
as before. 

Mr. Surptey: Could not we put the newly elected 
member, Mr. Gofton, on all the Committees on which 
the late Prof. McCall served, and with that alteration 
elect all the Committees just the same as they were last 

ear? That would save a lot of trouble. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I move that the Examination 
Committee be constituted as before, with the exception 
that Mr. Gofton take the place of the late Prof. McCall. 

Mr. Sarptey: I second that. I think we might do it 
with all the committees. 

- Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Yes. 

Mr. CotEeMaN : I beg to propose that the Committees 
be elected individually, as on the last occasion. 

Mr. Price: I second that. 

The PREsIDENT : It has been proposed that the Com- 
mittees be re-elected as last year, with the exception 
that Mr. Gofton takes the place of the late Professor 
McCall, and an amendment has been moved to that 
that each Committee be elected separately. 

Mr. Price: I withdraw my seconding the amendment. 

Mr. SuHareE-Jones: I take it that, if Mr. Coleman 
desires any name to be added to the Committee, it can 
be done, notwithstanding any general resolution that is 


The PresipENT: No, the resolution is that the Com- 
mittees be constituted as at ee a with the exception 
of Mr. Gofton in the place of the late Professor McCall. 

Mr. TriccerR: I suggest that if any member of 
Council is anxious to on to a Committee he should 
say so. We have ne wish to keep anybody off. If Mr. 
Coleman is not on the Examination Committee, I will 
move that his name be added 

Mr. SHareE-Jones : I second that. 

The PRESIDENT: If that were done the Committee 
would consist of 16 members instead of 15 members, 
which is the fixed number. 

Sir Joun M’FapyEAan: May I move my motiontagain. 
I beg to move: “ That the Committees be re-constituted 
as before, with the exception that Mr. Coleman be on 
the Examination Committee in the place of the late 
Professor McCall, and that Mr. Gofton be on the other 

Committees in the place of the late Professor McCall” 

Mr. SHareE-Jones : There is no reason why the Ex- 
amination Committee should not be added to, is there ? 

The PresmpENT: Yes, there is. You cannot havea 
Committee bigger than 16. 

Mr. SHare-Jones: Does the Examination Com- 
mittee extend to its full limit now ? 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. SHarE-Jones: My view is that Mr. Gofton, 
owing to his past experience, would be a very valuable 
member of the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Surptey: That was why I suggested that Pro- 
fessor Gofton should take the place of Professor McCall, 


and we always endeavour to put the teachers on the 
Examination Committee. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: As my last motion does not 
seem to meet with approval, I withdraw it and adhere 
to my original motion. 


The Presipent : There is only one motion now be- 
I put it to the Council that the whole of the 
Committees be re-elected as constituted last year, with 
the exception that Mr. Gofton takes the place of the 
late Professor McCall. : 
The motion was then put and carried, one voting 
against. 


fore us. 


ELECTION OF AUDITORS. 


On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
CarTER, the retiring Auditors, Messrs. Woodhouse and 
Wilkinson, were unanimously re-elected. 


Dates or CounciL AND CoMMITTEE MEETINGS 
AND EXAMINATIONS. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Council and 

Committee Meetings and the Examinations should be 

held on the following dates :— 


Council and Committee Meetings. 


1916. October 6th and 7th. 
1917. January 4th and 5th; April 12th and 13th. 
July 5th and 6th ; Annual Meeting, June 6th. 
Examinations. 
1916. December 8th, written ; December 12th, oral. 
1917. a7 9th, written : July 10th, oral ; 
Fellowship, Saturday, May 12th. 


Report ON FELLOWSHIP EXAMINATION. 


The Secretary read the report on the Fellowship 
examination, which stated that an examination for the 
Fellowship Degree was held at the College on May 13th, 
when the following candidates were successful :— 


Under the Old Regulations. 


John Wright Conchie, Kidderminster, 
George Yates, Harrow. 


Under the New Regulations. 
8. H. Gaiger; S. L. Slocock, Captain a.v.c. 


Notice or Motion sy Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan. 


Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I beg to give notice of my 
intention to move the following resolution as printed on 
the nda paper :—“ That any student who, in the 
Class B Examination in July, 1916, or in any previous 
examination, has obtained pass marks in Anatomy and 
Physiology, but failed to obtained pass marks in Stable 
Management, shall be held to have passed the Class B 
Examination.” 

The Prestpent: I was wondering if you could put 
this as a resolution, because it is wm A consequential on 
the Bye-law that the Council has already I 
Mr. Mutvey : No, it will have to be an alteration of 
Bye-law. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I am persuaded that it in- 
volves an alteration in a Bye-law. This is not the time 
to explain it. I agree that it is simply a consequential 
amendment, but, unless we wish to stultify ourselves, in 
view of the resolution already carried we must ‘this. 
It is strictly necessary that notice of the alteration 


should be given. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on Thursday, July. 6th, 
1916, from which it appeared that six cases were con- 
sidered by the Committee. In one case it was reported 
that an undertaking had been received from a member 
who was charged with advertising, and in another case 


because he would be taking the place of another teacher, 


of a similar nature it was resolved that a cautionary 
notice be sent. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR RESTORATION. 


Aenlientiogs were received from Messrs. J. L. 
Barling, C. Peirce, and J. P. Stableford for the restora- 
tion of their names to the Register. ‘ 

It was resolved to recommend that the applications be 
not acceded to. 

Applications for restoration were received from 
Messrs. J. H. Brown and T.S. H. Newbury, whose names 
had been removed from the Register under the — 
of Section 5, Sub-section (4) of the Act, and it was 
resolved to recommend : 

That the names of Messrs. J. H. Brown and T. 8. H. 
Newbury be restored to the Register of Veterinary 


Surgeons. 
CoRRESPONDENCE. 


A letter was received from a member with regard to 
the conduct of another member, and it was resolved : 

That the latter be called upon to appear before the 
next meeting of the Committee to show cause why his 
name should not be removed from the Register. 

The Preswpent: Unfortunately we have not the 
necessary quorum at present to take any action with 
regard to the applications for restoration to the Register, 
and we therefore cannot consider that part of the report 
at present. We will leave it till a little later, in the 
hope that another member may attend, so that we shall 
then have a quorum. 

Mr. Ciarkson : I propose the adoption of the report 

mmittee, with the exception of 
the paragraph 

Mr. TRIGGER secon 


to applications for restoration. 
ed the motion. 

The Council then went into Committee for a short 
time in order to discuss a point raised by Mr. ong A 
and on the Council resuming its sitting in public Mr. 
Clarkson’s motion was put and carried unanimously. 


OTHER BusINEss. 


The PrestpENT: Under the head of “Any other 
matters ” there is a letter from Mr. J. Donaldson Pottie 
which requires consideration. 

The Secretary read the following letter: “Green- 
ock, 18th April, 1916. Dear Sirs,—I will be pleased to 
hear from you, per your Secretary, if you have a general 
scale of fees and charges for the members of the veteri- 
nary profession for their guidance and more uniformity 
in professional work. ours faithfully, J. Donaldson 
Pottie, M.R.C.v.s.” 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : [ move that the Secretary be 
directed to reply to that enquiry in accordance with the 
facts. The resolution was carried unanimously. 


APPLICATION ON BEHALF OF VETERINARY GRADUATES 
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE TO BE ELIGIBLE 
TO BE REGISTERED as “COLONIAL PRACTITIONERS ” 

IN THE REGISTER OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


The PresipEeNT: An application has been received on 
behalf of the veterinary graduates of the University of 
Melbourne to be tered as “ Colonial Practitioners ” 
in the Register of Veterinary Surgeons. This is a 
matter of great importance not only to Melbourne but 
to the other Universities outside the United Kingdom. 
It is a matter which, in my opinion, will require very 
careful consideration, and it is one which I[ think will be 
affected by the action that we may take with regard to 
our examiners next year, or so soon as we are in a 
financial position to make any alterations at all. It is 
certainly a matter that-would be best considered by a 
Special Committee. You have all got the facts of the 
case before you and they should be gone into in a very 
thorough manner, because they affect the welfare and 
prosperity of the profession in years to come. I do not 
think there is any urgency at all about the matter, 


of the Registration 


Mr. SHare-Jones: In order that the matter may be 
crystallised and possibly that our discussion may be 
shortened, and since, as you have said, Sir, we have all 
t the facts of the case in our hands—(A member: I 
eat not)—that is your own fault, Sir—I beg formally 
to move: “ That the application be granted.” There is 
no necessity for me to make a speech now. You have, 
as you have ape | said, Sir, owing to the courtesy of 
the University of Melbourne, received a full statement 
of their case, and any speech now would simply be a re- 
capitulation of the points which they have raised. The 
have also circulated for our benefit the answer whic 
was given by this Council five years ago to an applica- 
tion which was made by them, and in addition to that 
they have sent us a full ol to the statement of the 
case which we issued to them at that time. In my 
judgment, after studying the statement which they have 
sent from one end to the other, their reply is absolutely 
conclusive ; they have my ne if I may use the term, 
the objections which this uncil had five years ago to 
the application. I will say no more at present, but in 
view of the fact that the whole of the case has been 
before us, through the courtesy of the University of 
Melbourne, I beg to move that the application be 
granted, and that the question of the amount of the 
registration fee to be char, to each graduate be 
ae to the Examination Committee. I will not say 
anything further just at present, but simply move the 
resolution formally. I only do so in order that we may 
have a straight discussion. 
The PresipENT: I do not think we are in a position 
to discuss it, because we have only one side of the case 
presented to us in this letter. The future policy of this 
Council is a very grave matter indeed, and before coming 
to any conclusion on it I think it should certainly be 
referred to a Special Committee. 
Mr. SHaRE-Jones : Has my motion been seconded ? 
The PrestpENT No. 
Major BrirrLesBank : I propose that the whole thing 
be referred to a Committee. 
Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I beg to second that—that 
the matter be referred to a Special Committee of the 
Council. I have to admit—and I do not think I need 
be ashamed to say so—that I have not read the docu- 
ment to which Dr. Share-Jones referred, and I do not 
think I have been guilty of any remissness in not doing 
so. I have not had time to do so, and probably there 
are others on the Council who are in exactly the same 
position. I am not prepared to discuss the matter now. 
Mr. TRIGGER : I have carefully read every word of the 
document, and I quite agree that the matter requires 
discussion. I think it should be referred to a Committee 
of the Council who should report upon it. I express no 
opinion about it at present. I think they make some 
very strong points as far as I can see, but I am not 
prepared to vote on the subject to-day. Therefore I 
support the resolution that it be referred to a Commit- 
tee of this Council with instructions to report. 
Major BrirrLeBaNnk : I think we want more inform- 


ation, Sir. 
ition before the Council 


The PresipENT : The pro 
is that the matter be referred toa Special Committee of 


the Council for consideration and report. If there is no 
amendment to that motion I will put it. 

Mr. SHaRE-JoneEs : Will the proposer of the resolu- 
tion, before your put the resolution to the meeting, 
indicate what is in his mind as to the extent of the 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT: That is another question. 

Mr. SHare-Jones: We have had some experience 
here of Committee work before. I have no objection at 
all to this matter going to a Committee, so long as it is 
representative Committee of the Council. What I 
ould object to very strongly would be that it should 


especially in view of the state the country is in at the 
t time. 


presen 


a 
Ww 
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might possibly not be well disposed towards the 


proposition. 

The PRESIDENT : You are entirely out of order. The 
motion before us is that the matter be referred to a 
Special Committee of the Council. 

Major BrirrLeBpank : May I speak, Sir. 

The PREsIDENT : Certainly. 

Major BritrLeBan« : My object in moving the reso- 
lution, that this request from the University of 
Melbourne be referred to a Special Committee, was very 
largely on personal grounds. I have carefully read this 
document that has been sent round, but it only presents 
to me one side of the case. Isolated as a good many of 
us are, I should like a good deal more light to be thrown 
upon the case before I am asked to vote on the matter ; 
and if there are any terms of reference to the Committee 
I think they should be as wide as possible. 

The PresipEnT : I will now put the motion to you 
that the matter be referred to a Special Committee of 
the Council. The resolution was then put and carried. 

The PRESIDENT : Now it is open to Mr. Share-Jones 
or anyone else to make nominations. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I think the next point, Sir 
will be to determine the number of the Committee. 1 
was not able to follow Dr. Share-Jones when he 
expressed anxiety as to whether the Committee would 
be representative of the Council or not. I do not know 
what special sections there are here to be represented on 
it, other than a? | the one which Dr. Share-Jones 
himself represents. to move that the Committee 
be limited to seven, and that Dr. Share-Jones be one of 
the seven. (Hear, hear 


Mr. SuipLtey: Could we have the names of the 


original Committee which considered this matter five 


years 
Mr. Mutvey: I think we had better have a fresh 


Committee. 

Mr. Triccer : I second the resolution that there be 
seven members on the Committee. 

Dr. McCatt : I propose that we have nine members 
on the Committee. 

Mr. Packman : I second Dr. McCall’s resolution. I 
think seven is a small number to consider an important 
matter of this kind. Nine is certainly a very reasonable 
number. 

Mr. Lawson : I should like to any that five of the 
members be laymen and four professors of Colleges. 

The PresipEnT : I think we can trust the Council to 
select according to its own free will who shall be on 
the Committee, without having any hard and fast rule 
of that kind. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I have not the least objection 
to nine members, nor eleven if you like. 

Mr. Triccer: Nor have I, not the slighest. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: I withdraw my motion in 
favour of Dr. McCall’s. 

The PresipENT : The motion now before the meetin 
is: “That the Committee consist of nine members o 
Council.” The resolution was then put and carried. 

The following nominations as members of the 
Committee were then made: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Sir 
Stewart Stockman, Major-Gen. Pringle, Major-Gen. 
Thomson, Major Brittlebank, and Messrs. Share-Jones, 
Bradley, McCall, Mettam, Mulvey, Slocock, Sumner, 
and McKinna. 

The PrEsipENT : The President is ex officio a member 
of all Committees, and I am advised by the Solicitor 
that only eight members, other than the President, can 
be elected. That is the ruling the Solicitor has given 


me. 
Mr. SHareE-Jones : Is not the President ex officio a 
member of the Committee ? 
The Prestpent : Yes, and the advice given me by the 
Solicitor is that the President is one of the nine. Se 


that it will be for the Council to elect the other eight 
members. 

A ballot was then taken and resulted as follows :— 
Dr. Bradley 16, Mr. Share-Jones 16, Major-Gen. hy 
14, Sir John M‘Fadyean 13, Major Brittlebank 13, Sir 
Stewart Stockman 12, Prof. Mettam, Dr. McCall and 
Mr. Mulvey, 11 each. 

The Prestpent: I declare Dr. Bradley, Mr. Share- 
Jones, Major-Gen. Pringle, Sir John M‘Fadyean, Major 
Brittlebank, and Sir Stewart Stockman elected members 
of the Committee. That deals with six out of the 
eight members of the Committee to be elected. Messrs. 
McCall, Mettam and Mulvey have recived eleven votes 
each, and we must now take a second ballot to decide 
which of those gentlemen are to occupy the two remain- 
Ing positions. 

A second ballot was then taken as between Messrs. 
Mulvey, McCall and Mettam, to decide who should 
occupy the two remaining seats on the Committee, and 
it resulted in Messrs. McCall and Mulvey being elected. 

The Presipent : I declare Messrs. McCall and Mulvey 
duly elected as members of the Committee. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

The Prestpent: Gentlemen, I am afraid there is no 
possible chance now of our getting a quorum to complete 
the work of the Registration Committee dealing with 
applications for restoration. That part of the business 
will have to remain over for another three months. 

Norice or Morton py Mr. Mutvey. 

Mr. Mutvey : I beg to give notice of the following 
alteration of Bye-law 21 : That it be altered by the sub- 
stitution of the words “ the 31st day of March” for the 
words “the 30th day of April.” 

Votre or THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

On the motion of Dr. McCall, seconded by Major 
Brittlebank, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
President for his cenduct in the chair, and the meeting 
terminated. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At a meeting-of the Board of Examiners, held in 
London on July 3rd, 1916,-for the Written, and 
on July 4th and 5th for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following gentlemen passed their 
Final Examination ;— 
Mr. G. H. Bennet 

8. C. J. Bennett 

A. Carter * 

R.W. D.C. Easom 
M. J. Flynn | 


The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. T. F. Arneld Mr. K. A. Miles 
R. B. Crichton C. 8. Northcott 
C. J. Peach 
L. P. Pagh 
E. A. Rucker 
F. C. Scott * 


The following passed their Second Examination: 
Mr. R. W. Down Mr. J. McCunn * 
T. H. Jones * W. A. Williams 
The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. A. Bakar Mr. W. J. Leyshon 
M. T. J. Margarson 
A. Crab 


P. Matthews 
R. E. Glover J. R. Pratt 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


Mr. D. A. Gillmor 
L. E. Prichard 
G. C. Taylor 
T. L. Wright 
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ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


The following Students were successful at the 
recent Examinations : 


The following passed their Final Examination : 


Mr. Thomas Bannatyne, Haddington 
James Duncan Coutts, Kemnay, Aberdeen 
James George Ernest Gallie, Sledmere, Yorks 
George Howie, Alford, Aberdeen * 
Albert Rouse, Soham 
Peter William Walker, Alexandria 


The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. T. Grahame Mr. H. M. Roemmele 
A. F. Lamont J.P. Rice 
J. Litt D. G. Wishart * 
W. S. Petrie * 
The following passed their First Examination : 
Mr. J. Davies * Mr. W. C. Miller 
C. H. Ducksbury C. B. Purvis * 
A. E. Ferguson A. C. Urquhart * 
C. P. Inglis W. M. Webster 


R. A.S. Macdonald 
Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


ROYAL (DICK) VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The prizes for session 1915-16 were presented on 
Tuesday afternoon, 4th inst., in the College buildings at 
Summerhall. Prof. Rankine, Edinburgh University, 
chairman of the Board of Management, occupied the 
chair, and in the orening a) said over 230 

uates, students, and members of the staff of the 
llege were on military service. Fourteen had been 
mentioned in despatches, and one had been awarded 
the D.S.O. (Applause). This record was most credit- 
able to this old institution. They had removed from 
the old premises, which had become unworthy of them, 
and had arrived in this handsome new building, which, 
though sadly unfinished, was excellently equipped even 
now for the work which was to be done within these 
halls. (Applause). 

Speaking of the value of the veterinary profession to 
the country in regard to public health, he said that in 
these days when we were lamenting a decrease in the 
birth-rate it was of all the more importance that those 
who were growing up should be conserved and become 
healthy men and women. Nothing could be more con- 
ducive to that end than that there should be good food, 
and, especially, unadulterated milk. That was a matter 
which was in the first place attended to by the veter- 
inary profession, and he for one hoped that Edinburgh 
shortly would become even more than at present a 
centre of public health work. They were looking for- 
ward in the immediate future in the University to the 
institutien of a new Chair of Tuberculosis, and the 
work done in that College would certainly lead to the 
work in the University even more intimately hereafter 
than it did at present. 

The Professor afterwards handed the prizes to the 
successful students. The following were th2 principal 
prize-winners :— 

Junior Anatomy.—Silver Medal: G. B. Purvis; Bronze 
medal: A. C. Urquhart. 
Chemistry.—Silver: G. B. Purvis; Bronze: A. E. 


erguson. 
Practical Chemistry.—Bronze: G. B. Purvis. 


.—Sir John Gilmour Medal: J. P. Rice; 
Silver: J. P. Rice; Bronze: T. Grahame. 
Bacteriology—Wm. Scott Silver Medal: J. P. Rice; 
Wm. Scott Bronze: J. Litt. 

Hygiene.—Silver: W.S. Petrie; Bronze: J. P. Rice. 
Materia Medica.—Silver: W.S. Petrie; Bronze: J. Litt. 
Medicine.—Silver: J. D. Coutts; Bronze: G. Howie. 
Surgery.—Silver: J. D. Coutts ; Bronze: G. Howie. 
Obstetrics.—Silver : G. Howie ; Bronze: J. D. Coutts. 
Clinique.—Silver : G. Howie; Bronze: J. D. Coutts. 
Parasitology.—Bronze: G. Howie. 


McFarlane Medal for best aggregate : G. Howie. 
£21 prize: G. Howie. 


Pellagra a disease of insufficient nutrition. 


We have on previous occasions referred to the theories 
concerning the undiscovered etiology of Pell ani to 
its interest as possibly a dietetic disease. The Presi- 
dential address, by F. M. Sandwith, m.p., before the 
Society of Tropical Medicine, in Oct. 1915 (Lancet, 
Oct. 23), from which the following extracts are taken, 
again reverts to maize asa prominent but not neces- 
sarily the only factor in its causation. The account of 
a later experiment, in U.S.A., which follows, definitely 
carries the investigation forward. 


“ Pellagra has been known to the world for at least two 
centuries, and yet we are still in vague doubt about its 
etiology. There are four prominent theories under 
consideration to-day. 

1. That the disease is in some way associated with 
maize, and upon this subject I have a good deal to say 
this evening. 

2. That pellagra is a protozoal disease, probably 
transmitted and propagated by a Simuliwm or by some 
other insect. Up to the present there is no more evi- 
dence that pellagra is insect-borne than there was when 
Dr. Sambon first suggested the theory in 1905. 

3. That pella “is contracted in definite zones 
where the usual drinking water comes from springs 
arising in argillaceous soil, or from the streams and 
stagnant pools in a clayey district.” This theory, ad- 
vanced by Professor Alessandrini in 1912, has been 
provisionally accepted by the Pellagra Commission of 
the Province of Rome in preference to any theories con- 
nected with maize or biting insects. Doubtless we shall 
—— hear from other parts of Italy what is thought 
of this chemical theory, but I may perhaps be forgiven 
for saying that no theory can be considered satisfactory 
unless it is true for every country (or almost every 
country) where pellagra is epidemic 

4. That pellagra is due to a streptobacillus found in 
Professor Tizzoni’s laboratory in Bologna during the 
last three years, in blood, cerebro-spina Ifluid and fzeces 
during life, and in organs after death. But this strepto- 
bacillus cannot be discovered by any other microscopists, 
and until its existence is a little more recognised we can 
afford to neglect it. 

At the risk of being considered egotistical, I should 
like to take this n+ paarrann of recording the details of 
of my own past and present beliefs about the etiology 
of pell after having studied many hundreds of 
cases. In 1890 I was appointed as the first English 
teacher of clinica] medicine in the wards of Kasr-el-Ainy 
Hospital in Cairo. Many of the patients were suffering 
from ankylostomiasis, and when some 400 cases of that 
disease had passed through my hands I thought it was 
time to write a paper upon the subject. I had already 
been struck with a large number of ankylostomiasis 
patients who exhibited not only bilharziasis, but a sym- 


mee .—Silver: A. E. Fer n; Bronze: W. M. 
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metrical eruption on the face, chest, and limbs, which 
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the patients themselves believed to be of no consequence, 
oat be due to sunburn or chapping from the wind. 
When I noticed that these es were most marked 
between the months of March and May, and that the 
patients showed abnormal knee-jerks, and a decided 
tendency to melancholia and even dementia, I had little 
difficulty in determining that some of the in-patients 
were attacked by a group of symptoms for which neither 
ankylostomiasis nor bilharziasis could be held respon- 
sible. Careful search among the out-patients of the 
hospital revealed many more unsuspected cases, though 
the eruption was often disguised pices caked with 
dirt of Black or dark grey colour. I ventured to make 
the provisional diagnosis of pellagra, although neither I 
nor any of my medical eagues in t any 
practical acquaintance with that disease. Such books 
as were available were mostly written by dermatologists 
who evidently had no first-hand knowledge of pellagra. 

Outside my own hospital, one of the earliest converts 
te the existence of pellagra in Egypt, which was so little 
known that some of my foreign colleagues gravely pee 

to call it “Sandwith’s disease,” was Dr. John 
arnock, the newly appointed superintendent of the 
lunatic asylum. He soon discovered some certain, and 
many doubtful cases among his inmates, and for many 
weeks he kindly allowed me to spend part of the Friday 
holiday in examining his patients. e then were able 
to determine that pe in ti was confined to the 
poorest Egyptians, mostly agricultural labourers, with 
a decided sprinkling of lunatics. In 1895 I was able to 
spend a summer holiday in Italy in order to study 
pell in its cradle. 1 landed in Venice and visited 
all acon itals and lunatic asylums, but was disap- 
pointed to find that the Venetian doctors knew little 
and seemed to care little, about the disease of which I 
was in search. They referred me to Milan, where I 
again found that the huge hospital of 1000 beds was 
barren of pellagra, except one or two doubtful cases in 
the insane section. Eventually I was passed on to the 
Pellagrosario at Inzago, near Milan, where I found 
nothing but pellagrous a, and a warm reception from 
Dr. Fritz. By his advice I also visited some lunatic 
asylums, where I saw a considerable number of cases. 

e Italian experience was thus similar to that of 
Egypt. The disease was apparently confined to the 
poorest peasants gathered into retreats and to lunatics— 
the ordinary private or hospital physician seldom came 
came across the disease. I found that in important 
respects pellagra in Italy was the same disease as in 
Eeypt, though the skin eruptions were better marked 
and more extensive among the Egyptians, partly be- 
cause they wear fewer clothes than Europeans, and 

rtly because the sun’s actinic rays are stronger in 
ia and there is more unclouded sunshine there. 

Relation of Pellagra to Maize. I imbibed the belief 
that good maize could not produce pellagra under any 
circumstances. This I now regret, because it led to 
my spending some weary years in trying to puzzle out 
the cause of deterioration of what the Italians call 
“spoilt maize.” For a few years after 1902 I was 
attracted by the writings of Ceni, who found Aspergillus 
JSumigatus in cultures of bad maize and in pellagrous 
corpses. But these observations were not confirmed by 
others, and are now seldom referred to. 

In 1907 I was converted by Braddon’s book to the 
belief that beri-beri was in some way caused by a one- 
sided rice diet, though I could not accept all his pre- 
mises. Soon after it occurred to me that pellagra might 
be due not so much to deterioration of maize, as to some 
deficiency of nutrition connected with the maize diet. 
I began, in fact, to consider that pell is not cafised 
by what a man eats, but by what he fails toeat. If this 
view is proved to be incorrect I am prepared again to 
change my belief. 


Resemblances between Beri-beri and Pellagra. Both 
diseases in endemic countries affect the labouring 
classes, while the professions, the merchants, and the 
wealthy classes are practically exempt. 

In beri-beri and pellagra infants are seldom attacked, 
and then only when the mother or wet nurse is a victim 
of the disease ; but no cases of death from infantile 
pellagra have yet been reported analogous to the in- 
antile beri-beri of Japan and the Philippines. 


DISEASES DUE TO Diet, 


._Sceptics still maintain that beri-beri cannot be due to 
a deficiency connected with rice, because beri-beri some- 
times exists in countries or in individuals when no rice 
has been eaten. Also it is contended that pellagra can 
have nothing to do with maize, because it has been dis- 
covered in non-maize-eating peoples ; but if we accept 
the theory that beri-beri is due to some deficiency in 
the prone f food, we do not necessarily pin our faith upon 
faulty rice. Why should not sago or some other cereal, 
in Brazil for instance, be equally to blame ? 

Again, if pellagra is due toa similar deficiency, why 
must it always be a deficiency connected with maize! 
Oatmeal, for instance, might explain some Scotch cases 
where maize is seldom eaten, and is certainly not the 
basal diet. 

Beri-beri is a deficiency disease, and presumably it may 
occur after any diet in which the necessary substance is 
not present. It is to these essential substances that 
C. Funk has given the name of “vitamines.” If it can 
be preved with regard to beri-beri and pellagra that the 
vitamines are absent, it does not matter whether the 
basal cereal diet is rice, maize, or anything else. C. 
Eijkman, since 1890 has pointed out the connection 
between rice and beri-beri in man and between rice and 

lyneuritis in fowls, and, thanks to the work of several 

‘nglishmen in the Malay States, he has lived to see the 
theory (which he himself only half perceived) cae 
though we still recognise that the pathogenesis of beri- 
beri is not yet fully determined. 

The earliest descriptions of pellagra associate it with 
diet ; Pane Pedro Casal wrote in 

nish in 1707 describing pellagra among peasants : 
“Their food is maize, milk, chestnuts, herbs and nuts, 
and the patients have obtained great relief when their 
food has been replaced by other substances of a more 
sustaining kind.” 

Slowly and labouriously we have learned that among 
essential needs of an animal’s diet are organic sub- 
stances, so small in amount that they may be easily 
overlooked by the chemist and wholly unsuspected by 
the physician. 

It cannot too often be repeated that all early sane 
cases of pellagra can be cured, or apparently cured, by 
removal of patients from their homes to an institution 
where they are fed on a liberal diet containing ae, 
and where, for precautions sake, all maize is excl 
from the diet. There is no exception to this rule, 
excepting some rare fulminating cases which die in a 
few weeks. Rest and improved diet seem to be respon- 
sible for the change, not the removal of the patient from 
his home. 

Some AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. 


Our thoughts naturally turn to the United States to 
elucidate pellagra problems, because that great country 
is not directly affected by the war, because their Gov- 
ernment is intensely interested in the question, because 
money can be forthcoming for any proper observations, 
and because the disease there shows as yet no signs of 
abating. Fortunately, few States suffer so intensely as 
Mississippi, where, during the year 1914, with an esti- 
mated population 1,901,882, there were reported the 
enormous number of 10,954 cases of pellagra, with 1204 
deaths. This gives a case incidence per annum per 1000 
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of 5.76. After malaria and 
be the most prevalent disease 

Though there is as yet nothing like unanimity 
among American students of pellagra, I should like to 
draw attention to the views of certain Government 


Nets- in a publication 
which is not erga read in this country. They 
conclude (a) that pellagra is essentially of dietary 
origin ; (5) that it is dependent on some yet undeter- 
mined fault in a diet in which the animal or leguminous 
protein component is ene small and the 
non-leguminous vegetable component proportionately 
large ; and (c) that no pellagra developes in those who 
consume a mixed, well-balanced and varied diet. They 
are of opinion that the eradication of pellagra from the 
Southern States will en largely upon an addition 
to the winter diet of such proteids as fresh lean meat, 
fresh milk, eggs, and dried (not canned) peas and beans. 
They quote a certain orphanage in America, where 75 
cases of pellagra occurred in the spring of 1913, the 
outbreak being limited to the boys and girls belonging 
to one of three groups into which the inmates were 
divided. The diet uf the affected group of children was 
improved on the above lines, and thereupon not a single 
case of pellagra occurred during the spring and summer 
of 1914 among a total of 234 children in this orphanage. 

The authors further state: “We have reason to be- 
lieve that this is not a unique experience.” Details of 
this orphanage observation (not experiment) will doubt- 
less appear in the complete report. 

These American officials are evidently struck with 
two well-known facts: that soldiers and sailors in the 

ublic services never suffer from pell unless they 

ppen to have had it before entering the service ; and 
that ne nurse or attendant in a hospital, pellagra asylum, 
or lunatic oo in any country has so far been known 
to contract the disease from which the patients are suf- 
fering. The immunity of young children may be added 
as an additional argument.” 

Details of several feeding experiments with guinea- 
pigs are given. In one of them guinea-pigs fed on maize 
alone all died between 11th and 24th days. Another 
experiment showed that the addition of 3-4 grammes of 
cabbage enabled them to survive for five months or 
more. 


Experimental Pellagra in U.S.A. 
In the United States of late there appears to have 
been an increasing belief that pellagra should be classed 


in that State 


this has been found in the incidence of the malady 

sibility o' ing produced in white adu a 
restricted diet, consisting mainly of oma 


drates, Dr. Joseph Goldberger and Dr. G. A. Wheeler, 
of the United States Public Health Service, have car- 


. | ried out an experiment in a public institution in the 


State of Mississippi, with the help of certain adult in- 
mates who volunteered for the purpose, after the nature 
of the test and its possible consequences had been fully 
explained to them. Twelve white men were selected 
from these volunteers, and first of all kept under observ- 
ation as te their health for — — —— before the 
experiment was begun. It was found n to: 
Gimiaate one of the men. The remaining 11 individuals 
were then placed on a diet consisting chiefly of cereals 
in the form of biscuits, corn-bread, fried “mush” (maize 
that had previously been boiled), grits, rice, and col- 
lards, along with sweet potatoes, cabbage, brown gravy, 
sugar, syrup, and coffee. No table fats entered into 
the composition of the diet. The cereals were of the 
best quality obtainable in the local market, and each 
man received on an average 3.32 pounds of food per day, 
having a caloric value of 2952 calories. Three su 
stantial meals were given each day. Another group of 
20 men were selected as controls, and they received 
ordinary mixed diet of the institution. The hygienic 
surroundings of the two groups were identical, the work 
allotted was the same for both, and the only difference 
between them was their dietary. — 

In the course of five months signs of pellagra devel- 
oped in six of the 11 men placed on the restricted diet, 
while all the members of the control group remained in 
good health. No case of pellagra ever been recog- 
nised in this institution prior to the experiment. The 
signs of the disease in the six men included dermatitis, 
along with nervous and gastro-intestinal symptoms of a 
mili but marked kind. It is noteworthy that the der- 
matitis in these cases was first observed on the scrotum 
of each patient. It was a daily custom for the 11 men 
to be stripped and carefully examined, and it was in 
this way that the dermatitis was detected ; later it a 
peared on the backs of the hands and elsewhere. It is 
therefore suggested that the affection of the scrotum in 

llagra is possibly more common than has hitherto 

n believed. The diagnosis of the malady was sub- 
sequently confirmed by experts called in to see the 


cases. 

The results of the experiment seem to justify the 
conclusions of Dr. Goldberger and Dr. Wheeler that 
pellagra was caused in six out of 11 men who had con- 
sumed a restricted (cereal) diet for a period of about 
five months.— The Lancet. 


as a “deficiency disease,” and evidence tending to sup- 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanderst 
Anthrax and-M outh (inclndin Parasitic Swine Fever 
Disease. 8 Mange. " 
whose Out- | Ani- Farcy) 
reaks/ mals.} Out. | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Ont-| Ani- | Out-| Out- | Slaugh- 
reaks| mals. |breaks| mals. |breaks| mals. |b: breaks. | tered. * 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended July 1 | abe 3 10 91 
3098. 4 4 14 
Corresponding Week in | 1914 ... wis we 5 1 10 
1913... ove 5 1 21 
Total for 27 weeks, 1916 one 2 6 ies ous one 37 229 169 976 
1915 ... 1 1 oe éos 1 3 86 258 144 836 
Corresponding period in {re14 ose 1 1 75 | 955 eee eee 49 352 117 653 
1913... 92 324 86 530 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), \ Dublin, Jaly 3, 1916 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1916 to the College funds :— 

W. Barr, £1 
1 


apt. A.V.C. 
Cilwinning 
F. Brown, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
J. K. Calderwood, Capt. a.v.c. 
J.W. Coe, Major a.v.c. 
W. Collinson, Anston, Sheffield 


W. J. Foreman, Leadgate, Co. Durham 
M. T. Giblin, Rochdale 
R. W. Mellard, Major a.v.c. 
A. Porritt, Major a.v.c. 
J.J. Ridley, Capt. a.v.c. 
J. Soulsby, Cockermouth 
T. Wolsey, Haslemere 
Previously acknowledged 62 
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ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 8. 


Recutar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


To be temp. Lieut :—Farr.-Sgt. W. M. Parsons, 115053 
Canadian A.v.c. (June 23). 
Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—W. P. Ruthven (June 28). 


July 10. 
Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—C. W. Ruttan, M. J. Foutea, 
A. Savage (Mar. 13). pe 
uly 11. 


Maj. F. 8.H. Baldrey, ret. pay, to be temp. Lt.-Col. while 
holding appmnt. of Asst. Dir. of Vety. oO une 13). 

Appmnt. to temp. rank of Maj. of Capt. R. W. Mellard 
is antedated to June 8, 1915. 

Temp. Lts. to be temp. Capts.:—R. L. Lewis (June 29); 
G. 8. Arkcoll, W. Anderson (June 30). 


TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
July 10. 
To be Lieut. :—J. Mullany (July 11). 


July 12. 
To be Lieut. :—W. M. Jackson (July 13). 


The following casualty is reported :— 
WounprEp—Tpr. A. Bilot, 48518, Canadian a.v.c. 


The man from the English Tribunal who said that 
pene stock-breeding was a hobby of the rich, did 
not know what he was talking about. If he still has 
any doubts on the point, he should come to a pedigree 
shorthorn sale in the autumn in Scotland, and see the 
rivalry that prevails between tenant farmers for even 
the best of the lots. These men do not keep shorthorns 
as an unremunerative hobby ; they keep them to make 
a living for themselves and to make them pay. With- 
out its pedigree stock the country would not have been 
so well off as it is to-day.—WV.B.A. 


BoarD oF AGRICULTURE—NEW PRESIDENT. 


The King has been pleased to approve of the appoint- 
ment of the Earl of Crawford to be President of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

As Lord Balcarres, he was for a time Chief Unionist 
Whip in the House of Commons. After being for a 
long time the only peer serving in the ranks of the 
Army, he has recently taken a commission. 


Death from Anthrax. 


Archie Heckman, Ongar, had been in hospital five 
weeks and undergone two operations before the cause 
of his illness was found to beactinomycosis. The lad 
was said to have contracted the disease, which was con- 
veyed to the appendix, 6 his chewing a piece of 
straw, casually picked up by him, and which had come 
a farm or a place where cattle were kept. 


Personal. 


ReynoLtps—New. On Saturday, the 8th inst., at St. 
Dominic’s Priory, Haverstock Hill, Capt. Ernest Brayley 
Reynolds, a.v.c., fifth son of the late James Henry Rey- 
nolds, of Daventry, to Lily Florence (“Billy”) New, 
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. New, of 2 Hill- 
drop Crescent, N. 


OBITUARY. 

Lieut. Frytay Kerr, Royal Irish Regiment, aged 22 
years, was killed on July 4, while gallantly leading his 
platoon. The only son of Mr. Fin ay Kerr, M.R.C.V.8., 
of the Veterinary Branch of the oe of icul- 
ture in Ireland, he was educa at Corrig School, 
Kingstown, and St. Bee’s, Cumberland, and was a 
student in engineering at the Royal College of Science, 
Dublin. He was gazetted to the Royal Irish Regiment 
in February, 1915. His Captain in a note to his father 
says :—He was killed in a most gallant manner leading 
his platoon against a very strong German pees, 
— we afterwards captured. e all deeply regret 

is loss.” 


A Lesson in English. 


The following is a letter by Sir Chas. Mercier in a 
recent number of Zhe British Medical Journal. It not 
unnaturally provoked comments of a varied character, 
but the underlying lesson—to use simple English and to 
aveid stereotyped phrases—is a sound one. 


“Tt is to be regretted that we have never adopted the 
admirable pro 1 of Dean Swift, to keep all adjeetives 
under lock and key, and issue them to writers only on 
payment of a heavy fee. Certain words are so shock- 
ingly overworked by medical writers as to call loudly 
for the establishment of a Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Adjectives. It would be invidious to quote 
from any individual writer to illustrate a vice so general- 
ly prevalent, and therefore I will disguise the reference 
by altering the disease; but, mutatis mutandis, I 
recently read in your columns an account than ran much 
as follows: A marked erythema was followed by a 
marked ulceration, with a markedly sinuous 
which spread with marked and 
marked discharge, having a markedly purulent charac- 
ter, increased toa markedly large size, and was accom- 
panied by a marked enlargement of the lymphatic 
glands. Treatment brought about a marked improve- 
ment with marked rapidity, and the ulcer healed, leavi 
a markedly thickened scar, which became the seat o 
marked keloid. 

I do not suppose that medical writers are wantonly 
cruel to their adjectives, or that they are intentionally 


cruel to their readers ; but, as Tennyson very truly says, 
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evil is wrought by want of thought as well as by want 
of heart, and in these bag = want of thought is so 
conspicuous as to arouse doubts of the intelligence of 
the writers.” May I suggest to them that, while this 
unfortunate adjective and its corresponding adverb are 
so cruelly worked to death, there are plenty of othe 
much more vigorous, eating their heads off in the stable 
In most cases in which ‘marked’ is used it has no 
—— or what meaning it has it is emotional, and 
not inte lectual. It is used as a mere intensitive, and 
has precisely the same significance as the adjective 
“bloody” in the mouth of a costermonger. I suggest 
that when medical writers desire to express some 
oe in what they are describing they should choose 
e adjective which expresses that quality with accuracy. 
It is certain from the context that when the adjective 
“marked” is used to express a quality, the quality it 
it is desired to express is not that of bearing a mark. It 
is used, as far as one can judge, as common form for 
decided, pronounced, evident, clear, unmistakable, un- 
questionable, perceptible, tangible, visible, slight, con- 
siderable, great, copious, abundant, actual, scanty, 
prevalent, scattered, occasional, and many more. 
Another word that is abominably treated by medical 
writers is the word “develop.” It is remarkable that, 
whereas patients used to catch, or contract, or: exhibit, 
or manifest, or suffer from, or attacked by, or have, 
or get diseases, they now do none of these things. 
According to medical writers, their patients now develo 
| pneumonia. they do this 
do not know. “To develop” is not, except in photo- 
graphy, a transitive verb ; and, although a disease may 


develop, it can no more be developed than it can be 
depended, or appeared, or looked. A disease, like many 
other things, may develop out of something else, or may 
simply develop. It may — on something, or some- 
thing may depend on it. It may appear, or a man may 
look on it. But a man can no more develop a disease 
than he can depend it, or appear it, or look it. No 
doubt he can assist a disease to develop, but this is not 
what medical writers mean when they say a man 
“ develops ” a disease—at least, I think not. <welid 
“ He was given a pill.” It is difficult to say which is 
more objectionable in this expression—the vile travesty 


real | of English or the falsehood. It is a falsehood to say he 


was given. He was not given. It is the pill that was 
given, and it was given tohim. To put it in his own 
— jargon, a writer who uses this expression is 
“ developing a marked tendency to be given a kick.” If 
I am again called upon to act as an examiner I shall 
take care that no candidate who expresses sloppy 
thought in such sloppy English “is given” (what on 
earth is the matter with the word “ receives” ?) a degree. 

If a writer wishes to say that his patient was attacked 
by pneumonia, or received a dose of medicine, why can- 
not he say so in these words? There is nothing 
profane, or obscene, or objectionable about them. If he 
wishes to say that a rash is copious, let him say that it 
is copious, and not that it is marked, which itis not. If 
he wishes to say that his patient is much worse, but 
finds this expression inadequate to express his emotion, 
let him not say the patient is markedly worse, which is 
intellectually silly, and emotionally inadequate : let him 
say the patient is a thundering sight worse.” 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t | 
Disease. ange. } 


Swine Fever. 


Total for 28 weeks, 1916 on «+. | 332 | 362 1 


Period snals.| Out- | Ani- | Ant- | 
mals. reaks) mals. breaks 

(a) (a) (b) (d) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended July 8 9 9 1 5 32 48 85 65 
19915 ..) 6 | 11 2| 3] se| 74 96 | 317 
1914. | 29| 37 75 | 1006 
1913 ...| 10 | 13 3| 1} 41! 7) 1] 65 | 939 
24 | 30} 82) 1558| 3562] 178| 2808 | 
29 


1914 | 461 | 491 11 


Corresponding 
period in 1913 ~—.... | 361 


1915 | 374 | 423 


47 | $479 |{1034 |] 157] 2535 | 11488 
74 59 | 156 | 1427 | 2516] 147] 2342 | 24644 
96 | 264 | 1734 | 3569} 122] 1361 | 18550 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 1], 1916 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— London 1. 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. Fife 4. 


IRELAND. Week ended July 8 1 1 


232 175 1007 


Total for 28 weeks, 1916 en 3 7 = 
1915 ... 1 1 Pn ‘ane 1 3 260 146 847 
Correspending period in { 1914 1 52 359 | 126 671 
1913 ee das 92 333 90 450 


Department of iculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 10, 1916. 


Nere.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


As diseased or Exposed to Infection 


bo 6 31 


